
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Wednesday 23’rd 
September at 7.00pm at The Glebe, Sutton. 
 
Present:      
 
Mrs J Harnwell (JH)  - Sutton Parish Council 
Mrs Margaret Lumb (ML) - Bluntisham Parish Council 
Mr Peter Goddard (PG) - Sutton Parish Council 
Mr David Deacon (DD) - Sutton Parish Council 
Mrs Kathy Searle (KS) - Bluntisham Parish Council 
David Norman (DN)  - Northstowe Joint Action Group 
Roger Rowberry (RR)  - Haddenham  
 
Clerk:        Mr O Mc Laughlin (OM)  - Earith Villagers’ Association 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman for the meeting 
 
It was agreed that Mrs J Harnwell should chair the meeting.  
 
2. Apologies for absence 
 
Alan James, Ann Sherwood, Steve Criswell, Pauline Wilson, Gareth Wilson 
 
3. Minutes & Actions from last meeting 
 
Minutes of the last meeting on  June 8’th were approved. 
 
Actions from previous minutes: 
 
Item 1 Costs of repairing and maintaining fen roads 
 Contact CCC to ascertain the annual cost of repairing and maintaining 

certain fen roads, and what will be the likely extra impact of 
developments such as Northstowe. 
There was some discussion about the name of the system used for 
recording this information.  

Action ML to email Jo Challis re: name of the system. 
Result ML asked Jo Challis but no-one knew the name of the system. This 

was reported to AJ 
  
Item 2 Provide contact details for the main hauliers. 
 Ongoing. ID reiterated why it is important to get together with the 

hauliers. The aggregates levy could be used to fund haul roads. They 
should all chip in as it is in their interests. 
Two major projects at moment are the Guided Bus and the 
development at Arbury. 

Action Get details of hauliers 
Result No report on progress 
  
Item 3 Traffic Regulation Orders 
 PCs to pursue process for putting in place Traffic Regulation Orders 

(TROs). Sutton have started this process. They sent a letter on Jan 
27’th to Mr Whelan. CCC have not responded. 

Action DD to circulate this document. 
Result DD reported that all the documentation was available on the website. 
  
Item 4 Letters to MPs and others 
 The problem of HCVs should be circulated more widely. 
Action Sutton PC to write to local MPs Jim Paice and Malcolm Moss 
Result This had been done with respect to Malcolm Moss and a meeting had 



been held. Mr Moss had been quite horrified with the problems 
described to him and promised to arrange a meeting with Jill Tuck. He 
will also talk to Shailesh Vara.  
DD would send OM an electronic copy of the correspondence. 
Jim Paice was not involved as it was not his constituency area. It was 
suggested that perhaps Haddenham could involve Jim Paice. 
 
DN said that his JAG group has just written to MPs on noise and 
pollution on the A14.  
 
Sutton also wrote to Paul Cook.  

 
4. Cambs Minerals and Waste Plan 
 
ML went to a meeting regarding the application from  ENVAR . David Atkins gave a 
presentation. The Mick George application has not been included in the M&W plan 
but he can appeal to the inspector. Latta also want to dig lakes to extract 1 million 
tons of sand and gravel. Colne have objected as they were consulted. 
 
DN said the quarries are looking at private haul roads. There will be extra extraction 
at Needingworth but Hanson are leaving a 150m wide strip for a future bypass.  They 
are also trying to keep the aggregate railheads. They want to extend the strategic 
routes. A lot of the habitat will be converted to leisure. Northstowe will re-use stuff 
like waste concrete.  They say they want to minimise traffic disruption for local 
communities.  
 
DD said that the local transport policy takes no account of M&W traffic. The long term 
transport strategy has been signed off locally and will go to central government. It 
may come back for comment. A lot of the responsibility lies with CCC because they 
are not demanding that hauliers use specific routes. There is also a live railhead at 
Manea. This could be easily accessed by a conveyor from Block Fen. 
 
PG commented that Donarbon trucks start at the recycling centre but seem to be 
empty some of the time. They have another site at the top of the A1.  
 
ML said that all new recycling sites will be closed in.  
 
DN said that at Arbury there were no restrictions on routes at all. The difficulty is 
policing, but it should at least be written into the contract.  
 
5.  Cambridgeshire Speed Limit Review 
 
OM said that the Speed Limit Review in Cambridgeshire was scheduled to be done 
over 4 years whereas some counties, such as Bedfordshire, had already completed 
reviews of all A and B roads. 
 
DD said that there were reasons for the slow progress. CCC had lost their HCV 
manager and they hadn’t got a long term strategy.  They were still in the process of 
developing it. 
 
PG said that  this was also evident in the dithering on the A14 upgrade whereas in 
other areas money is no object and things are being done.  
 
Action: OM to ask CCC why Bedfordshire had been able to do a full county-wide 
survey so quickly but Cambridgeshire hadn’t. 
Action: OM to email Speed Limit Review document to David Norman. 
 
 
 
 



6.  Route Hierarchy Review 
 
OM read out the email from Claire O’Neill regarding  the review. This is appended to 
these minutes. 
 
DN added that Matt Bradney had promised that the villages would be consulted on 
the Route Hierarchy but nothing has happened. Next month there will be a meeting 
with air pollution experts regarding the A14. He added that another meeting like the 
one in held in January  was not possible until November but he would try and get 
everyone together. The meeting would probably be on a Thursday. He would get 
back to the HCV group on this matter. 
 
According to DD the high level strategy does say they will maintain roads and devise 
a route hierarchy. 
 
DN said that they don’t even follow their own rules for designating roads as ‘main 
distributor routes’. 
 
7.  Cambs Transport Commission 
 
DD’s opinion was that this was a total waste on time. Ely just wanted the southern 
bypass but they won’t get the money they want. 
 
PG pointed out that lorries will start going through the housing estate. That’s why 
they hadn’t opened the roundabout.  
 
DN asked if villages had tried their own traffic counts. In Cottenham they had  
counted 24 hours a day for 7 days at 6 separate locations.  The cost was less than 
£2000. The company they used was also used by the County so the results had to be 
taken seriously.  
 
Action: DN to send OM details of the company concerned. 
 
8. HCV Cost Benefit Analysis 
 
RR described the document that was being assembled to support the cost/benefit 
case.  This would involve descriptions and photographs of the impact of HCVs on the 
villages and their inhabitants.  But more volunteers were needed to gather and 
collate data.  People helping so far are; 
 
Wilburton – RR 
Haddenham – RR 
Earith – OM 
Sutton – DD 
Bluntisham – OM 
Willingham –  DN to try the Parish Council as well for this. 
Cottenham – DN to try and get the Parish Council to take this on. It has already been 
done it to a certain extent. The whole of the High Street is a Conservation area. 
 
DD gave RR a letter from English Heritage. And copies of photos showing the state 
of the Sutton-Earith road.  
 
Action: OM to send DN information on the insurance claim for  Kingcroft in Earith.  
Also copy in DD.  
 
9.  TROs 
 
DD said that the new process has not been finished. This is being done by Claire 
O’Neill in Huntingdon. 
 



10. Cambs Local Area Agreement 
 
OM reported on the Cambs Local Area Agreement and the National Indicators which 
might be directly affected by traffic issues.  These were; 
 
NI 4 - % of people who feel they can influence decisions in their locality. ( In Earith, 
for example, the main issue for most people is traffic and its dangers but nothing ever 
seems to be done.) 
NI 5 – General satisfaction with the local area 
NI 47 – People killed or injured in road traffic accidents 
NI 186 – per capita CO2 emissions in the local area 
 
If enough people complain about the problems they are having this will directly 
impact on the county’s performance in at least two of these areas. However, it was 
reported that CCC had  reached their targets for accidents in 2008-9.  
 
ML went to a meeting entitled ‘A vibrant future’. Public Transport was the most 
important thing for most people. This was all about villages.  
 
However, DD believed that this was just a dummy consultation.  LDF plan had 
already been put to bed.  
 
DN said it was possible to get a bus to Cambridge from Cottenham every 10 minutes, 
but they all go by devious routes. Stagecoach refuse to put on express buses. He 
had asked what would happen when the guided bus comes in. Apparently they have 
done nothing about getting people to it.  
 
11. AOB 
 
DD said he believed that CCC recognises that local communities concerns must be 
taken into consideration.  
 
DN said that the JAG meeting is 22’nd of October. The main topic is air pollution from 
transport.  They had already had a meeting on noise pollution.  Someone from the 
University of East Anglia was coming to give a presentation about why our rules differ 
from those in USA or Europe. Dr Susan Walford, Health Protection Team Leader at 
SCDC will be there. Officers should be on our side on this issue.  
 
12. Next Meeting 
 
January 20’th.  
 
Action: JH to contact the Sutton office about accommodation for the meeting. 
 
 
Appendix A:           Email from Claire O’Neill 

Hi Owen 

Thanks for the further details. We are currently developing an advisory route map for freight in 
the county. This has been discussed internally and we are now preparing for wider 
consultation. This will begin with colleagues at the district councils and then with the wider 
community, probably around the end of September though I haven't got any firm timetable as 
yet. Following the results of this the map and associated review will be subject to political 
approval before being formally adopted. 
I hope this helps 
Kind regards 

Claire 


